
Christ Lutheran Church 

2020 W. Malone 

Peoria, IL 61605 

(309)637-5309 

WWW.CHRISTLUTHERANPEO.ORG 

APRIL 4, 2021 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Scripture of the Day 

Exodus 15:1-11 

1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 

John 20:1-18 

Christ Lutheran Church 

2020 W. Malone St. 

Peoria, IL 61605 

Rev. Karl F. Eckhoff, Pastor 

(309)637-5309 office 

www.christlutheranpeo.org 

keckhoff@christlutheranpeo.org 

 

 

Christ Lutheran School 

1311 S. Faraday St. 

Peoria, IL 61605 

Terry Mooney, Principal 

(309)637-1512 

www.clspeoria.org 

school@clspeoria.org 

 

 

Christ Lutheran  

Preschool 

2020 W. Malone St. 

Peoria, IL 61605 

(309)637-4755 

www.christlutheranpeo.org/preschool 

preschool@clspeoria.org 

 

 

 

Boldly living  

Christ’s extreme love;  

Building Faith  

and Community 

HOSPITALIZED:   
CONTINUED PRAYERS:  Rev. Louis and Hilda Knief, Jayme/Jason Knapp, 
Brandon Neiman, Linda Wood, Mike Clayton, Shawn Foote, Abigail 
Young, Eddy Jones, Pat Kretzmann (Rebecca Best’s mother), Rev. 
Wayne Ahrens (son-in-law of Pastor and Hilda Knief), Donna Hawbecker, 
Larry Hartness, Jan Long, Louie Heuermann, Ronald Hunt (friend of Mari-
lyn Berkshier and Laura Baize), Tommie Washington, June Bembenek, Lori 
Burkley, Johnny Burkley, Carroll Cook (Chelsea Cook’s father), Walt Min-
gus, Mary Ann Smith, Beau Pasquier (son of Thuy Ngo, grandson of Bay 
Ngo), Chrystal Shephard (friend of JoAnn Reith’s daughter), Jackie Floyd, 
George Von Behren, for the or those in the military, for our Church Boards 
and their members, for Christians being persecuted worldwide. THE 
BOARD OF ELDERS REMINDS YOU that if you wish to have your prayer re-
quest added to the Christ Lutheran Prayer Chain, please contact either 
Lay Minister, Al Schneider (aschneider@sbcglobal.net/231-6469) or Laura 
Baize (laura.baize@christlutheranpeo.org/637-5309). If you would like to 
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 The Resurrection of Our Lord 

WELCOME TREASURED MEMBERS AND HONORED GUESTS!  Though 
Christmas may be our favorite, Paul reminds us that Easter is of “first 
importance.” If Christ had not arisen, our hope would be still locked 
in the tomb. Because He is risen, just as He said, we have hope of 
our own resurrection from the dead and look forward to the life ev-
erlasting, which death cannot touch. We come here today not 
simply to remember an event but to rejoice in the future made pos-
sible for us because of what happened. Before the world we con-
fess that Jesus’ resurrection is not a hope but a fact witnessed by 
more than five hundred and on that fact God has built a future for 
us—one we anticipate now even as we wait to see it fulfilled. 

NOTE TO OUR GUESTS:  Since Holy Communion is a public demonstration of 
unity in faith, those who commune should express their acceptance of the 
faith and teaching for which we stand.  Our welcome to visitors is heartfelt.  
Visitors from another Lutheran church or Congregation are asked to please 
approach our Pastor, if you have not already done so, before attending 
communion this morning.  Also, if you’re not a member of an LCMS church 
but would like a blessing, cross your arms across your chest to receive the 
blessing.  Individual cups are available, in addition to the common cup, as 
you approach the Altar.  Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center 
of the tray. 

VISION STATEMENT:  Christ Lutheran Church will continue its Christ-
centered, life directed focus, responding to the needs of its mem-
bers, emphasizing local and worldwide witness, and acting as a cat-
alyst for the improvement of the neighborhood. 

LAST WEEK: Tithes and Offerings: $5,646.00; MTD: $29,016.00:  Im-
provement Fund: $80.00; MTD: $420.00. Attendance:  121. Sunday 
School Attendance:  N-2nd 9, 3rd-7th 0, 8th-HS 1, Adults 46, Visitors 1; 
Total 57.    

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR this morning are placed by RaeAnn Laylock 
to the Glory of God and in celebration of the 6th birthday of RaeLee 
Komnick on April 7th and in honor of her great grandpa Ray Mar-
vel’s birthday on April 9th. 

THIS IS THE 19th SUNDAY OF OUR PLEDGE YEAR 

THE PARISH MINISTRY BOARD has Craft packets available, including 
Holy Week and Easter materials. Also, be sure to have your children 
grab a bag of Easter goodies when you leave service today! 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE for your prayers and gifts toward our 
school kitchen renovation. If you have already turned in a pledge 
card, thank you! If you would like to, there's still time! If you would 
like to make a donation without making a pledge, that's definitely 
ok, too! If you have any questions regarding the renovation, please 
feel free to contact Kathy Lelm, Chris Schneider or Rae Ann Laylock.  

STEWARDSHIP CORNER— John 20:1 – “Now on the first day of the week …” 
All is made new by the Resurrection of Jesus! Even the day of worship has 
transitioned from the Old Testament’s Saturday Sabbath to the Lord’s Day 
of the New Testament. For the Lord has made all things new. He has be-
gun a new week for a new creation in rising from the dead as the New 
Adam. We are also made new in Him – a new heart, a new life, new de-
sires, and a new outlook toward God. All this comes from our Risen Lord’s 
grace. Especially after the sort of year we’ve had since last Easter. It’s sure 
good news to hear that the Lord makes all things start afresh. 

LILIES PLACED ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God by Bill 
and Judy Nelson,  in memory of their brother-in-law, Tony Dean; Mike 
Schwindenhammer, in memory of Lucille Schwindenhammer, Tony 
(“Red”) Schwindenhammer, Margaret Schwindenhammer, Donna 
Schwindenhammer, and Helena Buell; Mitzie Ehlen, in memory of Joe and 
Beverly Ehlen; Darlene Marvel, in memory of Ray Marvel and Darlene and 
Ray’s parents; Mike and Kathy Lelm, in memory of Raymond Roth and An-
na Mae Lelm; Bill and Nancy Marlott, in memory of loved ones; Dave and 
Kathy Traenkenschuh, in memory of Kathy’s father, Richard Bentz; JoAnn 
Reith, in memory of her parents, Mildred and George Reith and Loraine 
McMullen; Martha Guppy, in memory of Ed Guppy and Ed and Martha’s 
parents; Charlotte Sparks, in memory of Paul and Olga Marx, Merle and 
Hazel Marx, and Don Sparks; Barb Strum, in memory of her brother, Leon 
Schneider; Dale Eckhoff, in memory of loved ones; Grebe family, in 
memory of Roland and Janet Grebe and Jennie Gauwitz; Gary and Deb-
bie Lawrence,  in memory of Sean Long; Nancy Knoll, in memory of Dan 
Knoll and Henry and Carrie Wenzel; George Parlier and family, in memory 
of Marilyne Parlier; Dale Eckhoff, in memory of loved ones; Mike and Rhon-
da Morrow, in memory of Ed and Edna Morrow and Don Garske; Linda 
Von Behren, in memory of Arthur Von Behren . 

MANY THANKS FOR THE CARDS and well wishes for my birthday last week!   
~ Warren Bremer 

PENNIES FOR LIFE NEWS—The Peoria Area Lutherans for Life would like to 
thank your congregation for its participation in the 2021 "Pennies for Life" 
collection.  Thanks to the generosity of several local Lutheran churches, 
we have collected $1,977 thus far (Christ Lutheran collected $270.34 of 
this total!).  This will help us buy, display, and distribute materials to edu-
cate Lutherans of all ages about life issues.  Because of you we are able 
to help “Walk for Life” 2021. We also oversaw a “Pro-Life” sign installation 
along Route 9 near Tremont.  With your help we sponsored our yearly "Life 
Essay Contest" for the four Lutheran Schools in our area - with monetary 
gifts going to the winners.  We also made contributions to pro-life charities 
in and around the Peoria area with this money i.e. Women’s Care Center, 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation, Living Alternatives Pregnancy Resource 
Center, Empower Life Center, Students for Life, Family Resource Center, 
Lutheran Hillside Village Benevolent Fund, and the LCMS Northern IL Dis-
trict Maternity Home.  We truly appreciate all your support and prayers as 
we serve the Lord of Life together.  

ORDER OF SERVICE 

Opening Sentences 

Hymn  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 

Invocation 

Prayer of the Day 

Bell Choir 
The Holy City 

The Epistle Lesson 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Choir 
Easter Song 

The Holy Gospel 
John 12:12-19 

Apostles’ Creed 

Sermon Hymn 
The Day of Resurrection 

Sermon – Rev. Karl Eckhoff 
“I Am the Resurrection and the Life” 

John 11:25-26 

Prayer of the Church 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Confession and Absolution 

Hymn 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

The Words of Our Lord 

Pax Domini 

Hymns 
Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

Dismissal 

Post Communion Thanksgiving 

Benediction 

Closing Hymn 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 



THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD—EASTER DAY 
April 4, 2021 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Though Christmas may be our favorite, Paul reminds us that Easter is of “first importance.” If Christ had not 
arisen, our hope would be still locked in the tomb. Because He is risen, just as He said, we have hope of our 
own resurrection from the dead and look forward to the life everlasting, which death cannot touch. We come 
here today not simply to remember an event but to rejoice in the future made possible for us because of what 
happened. Before the world we confess that Jesus’ resurrection is not a hope but a fact witnessed by more 
than five hundred and on that fact God has built a future for us—one we anticipate now even as we wait to see 
it fulfilled. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: This is the day the Lord has made. 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Pastor: Christ has risen from the dead. 
People: God the Father has crowned Him. 
Pastor: He has made Him ruler over the works of His hands. 
People: He has put everything under His feet. 
Pastor: I will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider He has thrown into the sea. 
People: The Lord is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 
HYMN   “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven” [LSB 477] 

1 Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to heav'n and voices raise; 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness, Sing to God a hymn of praise; 
He who on the cross a victim For the world's salvation bled-- 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, Now is risen from the dead. 

2 Alleluia, alleluia! Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat:  
See the ancient powers of evil, In confusion and retreat; 
Once He died and once was buried Now He lives forever more, 
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, Whom we worship and and adore. 

3 Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Savior Who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of love and sanctity! 
Alleluia, alleluia to the triune Majesty. 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and 
opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 15:1–11 (The miracle of the saving of the Israelites at the Red Sea 
crossing) 
 



Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
BELL CHOIR “The Holy City” 

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (Christ appeared to His disciples and to more than five hundred 
witnesses.) 
 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CHOIR “Easter Song” 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 16:1–8 (He is risen; He is not here!) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
(The Gospel is read.) 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
CREED Apostles’ Creed 
 
HYMN   “The Day of Resurrection” [LSB 478] 

1 The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 
The passover of gladness, The passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, From sin's dominion free, 
Our Christ has brought us over With hymns of victory. 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal Of resurrection light 
And, list'ning to His accents, May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own "All hail!" and, hearing, May raise the victor strain. 

3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, Let earth its song begin, 
Let all the world keep triumph And all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, Their notes of gladness blend; 
For Christ the Lord has risen, Our joy that has no end! 

4 All praise to God the Father, All praise to God the Son, 
All praise to God the Spirit, Eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number Fall down before the throne 
And honor, pow'r, and glory Ascribe to God alone! 

SERMON 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
O Gracious Father, help us believe that because Jesus lives, we, too, are made alive by faith and shall live 
with Him eternally. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Lift our vision from sin and death that we not despair nor grow weary of well-doing as we await the 
completion of all that our Lord began, and give us the will and desire to use our days to proclaim His victory to 
the ends of the earth. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 



Pastor: Give Your blessing to Your Church and to her ministers, that we be called to faith and repentance, 
rejoice in Your merciful goodness, and be kept in the faith through the Means of Grace until the day when we 
are raised to everlasting life with Christ. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Give courage and discernment to the missionaries far and near and to those planting new 
congregations that they abound in the hope of the resurrection and that those who hear this Gospel be granted 
the Holy Spirit and faith. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Consider those whose lives are burdened by afflictions of the body, mind, or spirit, and who seek Your 
healing and strength. Deliver them according to Your merciful will, and sustain them in faith until their troubles 
and trials give way to the blessings of the resurrection and eternal life. [Hear us especially for names and those 
named in our hearts.] 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Hear Your people on behalf of our nation and all our leaders, on behalf of all peoples and nations, for 
peace, justice, and freedom, and for the will to work together to relieve suffering and deliver the oppressed. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Guide us in the good use of the time, skills, abilities, and resources You provide so that we may support 
those in our care and serve the poor and those in need with the treasures of the Kingdom. Accept from our lips 
the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving and from our hands the tithes and offerings of a grateful heart. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Remembering those who came to the tomb in sorrow and returned to their homes with the fear of the 
Lord in their hearts, receive our thanksgiving for the faithful who have gone before us. Give Your comfort to 
those who grieve the loss of those they love, [especially .  .  .], and bring us with them into Your nearer 
presence, where sorrow and tears are no more. 
People: Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You. 

 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Merciful and loving Father, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
our sinful actions and our failure to do the good You desire. We pray You to grant to the penitent absolution 
and peace, that freed from the burden of guilt they enjoy the gift of a clear conscience. 
People: Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in your will and walk in Your 
ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. As we delight in God’s forgiving love, let us be 
reconciled to one another and share the peace of the Lord. 
 
SACRAMENT  

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is our duty and delight at all times and in every place to give You praise and thanksgiving, O Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose resurrection from the dead has shown 
that He is the victor over sin and the grave and that all who trust in Him shall be raised from death to 
everlasting life. As He has cast off the veil of sin and its darkness, bring us into the light of His presence, where 
we shall feast with anticipation upon the bread of life and the cup of salvation until that day when we shall be 
reunited with those who have gone before and sing Your praise in heaven. Remembering the apostles and 
evangelists to whom our Lord appeared and whose witness has delivered to us the Good News of His 
resurrection, we join with angels and archangels and the whole company of the saints in light in their unending 
hymn of praise: 
 
HYMN   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” [LSB 469 v. 1, 6] 

1 "Christ the Lord is ris'n today!" 
Saints on earth and angels say; 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; 
Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth, reply. 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav'n! 
Praise to Thee by both be giv'n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” [LSB 457] 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” [LSB 461] 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

2 He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 

3 He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 

4 He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul's complaint. 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 



6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly Friend; He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives; I know that my Redeemer lives! 

“Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” [LSB 741] 
1 Jesus Christ, my sure defense And my Savior, now is living! 
Knowing this, my confidence Rests upon the hope here given, 
Though the night of death be fraught Still with many an anxious thought. 

2 Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; Likewise I to life shall waken. 
He will bring me where He is; Shall my courage then be shaken? 
Shall I fear, or could the Head Rise and leave His members dead? 

3 No, too closely am I bound By my hope to Christ forever; 
Faith's strong hand the Rock has found, Grasped it, and will leave it never; 
Even death now cannot part From its Lord the trusting heart. 

4 I am flesh and must return To the dust, whence I am taken; 
But by faith I now discern That from death I shall awaken 
With my Savior to abide In His glory, at His side. 

5 Glorified, I shall anew With this flesh then be enshrouded; 
In this body I shall view God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
In this flesh I then shall see Jesus Christ eternally. 

6 Then take comfort and rejoice, For His members Christ will cherish. 
Fear not, they will hear His voice; Dying, they shall never perish; 
For the very grave is stirred When the trumpet's blast is heard. 

7 Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave And at death no longer tremble; 
He, the Lord, who came to save Will at last His own assemble. 
They will go their Lord to meet, Treading death beneath their feet. 

8 O, then, draw away your hearts From all pleasures base and hollow; 
Strive to share what He imparts While you here His footsteps follow. 
As you now still wait to rise, Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 

DISMISSAL  
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, You have given us grace this day to hear in our ears the Good News of our Lord’s 
resurrection and to receive with our lips His crucified and risen body and blood. Grant that by this Holy 
Communion we be sustained in faith, equipped to fulfill the good purpose of Your love in our daily lives, and be 
kept holy and blameless until He comes to bring us into the place of everlasting light and life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  
 

HYMN “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” [LSB 475] 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 
Now is the triumph of our King! 
To all the world glad news we bring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; 
Bring flow'rs of song to strew His way; 
Let all the world rejoice and say: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Praise we in songs of victory 
That love, that life which cannot die, 
And sing with hearts uplifted high: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
And sing today with one accord 
The life laid down, the life restored: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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