




FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
December 20, 2020 
 
AS WE GATHER 
We stand at the threshold not only of an old and familiar story but also that of an old yet familiar mystery, the 
greatest mystery ever told. It is the mystery of God. More specifically, it is the mystery of His love for the 
salvation of the world. But the greater mystery is that you not only know the old, familiar story but also that you 
believe it. And believing brings about the best mystery of all—that your sins are forgiven, that you have a new, 
eternal life, that you are forever a child, a son, a daughter born of God. And this mystery is no longer a secret. 
For it is told by your own mouth, singing of God’s love and salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 
HYMN    “Angels From the Realms of Glory” [LSB 367 v. 1, 4, 5] 
 
1 Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth: 
Ye who sang creation's story, 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 
 
Refrain: 
Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
4 Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In His temple shall appear. [Refrain] 
 
5 All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One. [Refrain] 
 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the mystery of God’s love, let us first empty 
ourselves of everything that has closed our hearts to God, confessing our sin and need of forgiveness and life. 
People: At the Lord’s own invitation and command, I confess all my sins to God, the very 
thoughts, words, and deeds with which I have offended Him and hurt my neighbor. I come now in the 
sincere hope and faith of the forgiveness of God made known to the whole world in the mystery of His 
Son, Jesus Christ, who has sacrificed His own flesh and blood for me. Remove my sin and guilt for His 
sake, and restore a right spirit within me. Amen. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Strengthen Your gift of faith in us, and keep us by Your power to be 
Your own; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38 (The birth of Jesus foretold) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

(The Gospel is read.) 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 

SERMON 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Almighty God, as we draw closer to the grand celebration of the incarnation and birth of Your beloved Son, our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we thank You for making known the mystery of Your love from the very first 
promise to Adam and Eve, through the continued witness of the holy prophets, apostles, and evangelists, and 
finally through Your living voice through the ministers of Your Church to this day. Grant that Your living Word 
ever call us and all sinners to repentance and faith in Your only-begotten Son. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Keep all You have called to preach and teach and care for Your people in true faith, guard them against 
the attacks of the evil one, and give them health and joy in their ministry. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Send Your Spirit over the whole world that those who lead in the authority of government acknowledge 
Your laws and will, making for times of peace that we may live faithfully in safety. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: By Your Holy Word and Sacrament, strengthen us to obedient living. Send Your grace, mercy, peace, 
and love to surround our families, inspire those of various vocations in the world, comfort, defend, and heal all 
those in times of illness or distress. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Individual petitions may be added here. 

Pastor: By the mystery of our Lord’s incarnation, His life of obedient faith, and His substitutionary death on the 
cross, establish us in the one true faith, and strengthen us in lives obedient to Your holy will. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        
PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“O Holy Night” 
 

Verse 1 
O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining  
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 



Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!  
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 
 
Verse 2 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming  
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming  
Here come the Wise Men from Orient land 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger  
In all our trials born to be our friend 
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger  
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 
 
Verse 3 
Truly He taught us to love one another;  
His law is love and His Gospel is Peace 
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother  
And in His name, all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we  
Let all within us Praise His Holy name 
Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!  
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your 
Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN   “A Great and Mighty Wonder” [LSB 383 v. 1, 2, 4] 
 
1 A great and mighty wonder, 
A full and holy cure: 
The virgin bears the infant 
With virgin honor pure! 
 
Refrain: 
Proclaim the Savior's birth: 
"To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth!" 
 
2 The Word becomes incarnate 
And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain] 
 
4 Since all He comes to ransom, 
By all be He adored, 
The infant born in Bethl'em, 
The Savior and the Lord. [Refrain] 
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